
What do you need to start green screening?   
 
A green screen: 6’x9’ is a good size to get for a variety of filming options.

 
 
A frame to hold your screen is optional but nice to have. 

 
 
Amazon sometimes offers bundles that include a screen, frame and clips to hold the fabric. 

 



 
A tripod to hold the recording device. 

 
 
A holder to attach your device to the tripod. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A microphone is essential.  The built-in iPad or iPhone microphone will not pick up enough sound. 
Make sure the microphone you purchase is compatible with whatever device you use! I suggest a 
lavalier mic that can be clipped on students’ clothes. 
 

 
 
If you have the budget, get a microphone that can be set up on a desk. 
 

 
 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavalier_microphone


An app to superimpose your images against any background.  I use Green Screen by Do Ink 
which is only available for iPad or iPhone.  

 
 
 
 
Things to keep in mind: 
 
Lighting matters! You need to have plenty of light in the room without casting shadows behind your 
subject. I usually open all the blinds to increase the amount of light in the room. 
 
Keep the fabric wrinkle-free. Use clips to hold the fabric taut on the frame to prevent shadows that will 
show up in your final image. 
 
If you want to be able to place the entire subject in the shot (like they are walking on the moon) there 
has to be enough of the fabric on the floor for the subject to stand on. Tape the fabric to the floor if they 
will be moving around. 
 
Sound matters! If you can, go somewhere quiet to film, although that is not always an option. If you 
absolutely have to film in a classroom, a microphone is essential to capture voices over the ambient 
noise.  A microphone will improve your sound quality and be able to capture the audio of those 
“soft-talkers” who just don’t speak up.  
 
The Green Screen app often crashes if files are too big. Avoid this by adding backgrounds to 10-15 
minutes of footage in Green Screen and then save it to your camera roll. This might mean that one 
session involves filming 7 or 8 students and putting a background behind each one. If you end up with 3 
or 4 different 15 minute sessions, you can splice them together using video editing software. 

http://www.doink.com/description/


 
You do not have to record your subject using the Green Screen app.  You can use any camera or video 
recording device to capture the images you want, just make sure they are in front of the green screen 
backdrop.  Then, when you are in the Green Screen app, select the saved image and import it into the 
app. If you want your subject to interact with the background (like pointing to a weather map), then you 
will need to film your subject using the device’s camera while you are using the Green Screen app. 
 
Editing your film: 
 
Once you have your video or still pictures assembled in Green Screen, you can stop there, save them 
to your camera roll, and enjoy.  But, if you would like to add transitions, splice separate sessions 
together or add a title, you will need to use a video editor.  I recommend iMovie or Movie Maker. 
Either will let you add transitions, edit out errors and add titles and/or credits.  I also recommend using 
Canva to make your titles.  You will be amazed at how easy it is to create beautiful titles. The site is 
easy to use and you can sign up for a free account. Create your title and download it as a .jpg which 
you can import into your video editor. 
 
Happy green screening!  Please email me if I can help or answer questions: 
swenberg@rvaschools.net. 
 
Sitha Wenberg 
Instructional Technology Resource Teacher (ITRT) 
Richmond Public Schools 
 
 
 

http://www.apple.com/imovie/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/14220/windows-movie-maker-download
https://www.canva.com/
mailto:swenberg@rvaschools.net

